












































310.22/2 Architectural Description

The octagonal church is freestanding, located in the corner of the lot, eighteen feet
from the curb of I Street and approximately seven feet from the alley. It is separated from
the alley by an approximately twenty-foot-high concrete wall that serves as a key visual link
between the two buildings and an equally important framing device for the plaza. Halfway
up the wall is a projecting concrete box, with recessed circular lights underneath for night
time illumination of the passageway leading to the plaza (See Photo 5). The projection
also was designed to contain shrubbery, although currently there appears to be no
landscaping in this concrete "planter.” The wall creates privacy by enclosing a narrow
passage leading from I Street into the open plaza area. The plaza walkways and the narrow
passageway on the west side are paved with brick in a herringbone pattern, which extends
into the sidewalk area to physically delineate the complex from its neighbors (See Photo 1).

A triangular area planted with grass occupies much of the plaza, which provides an
open space that balances the massing of the two buildings. The architect preserved three
large existing trees inside this grassy triangle, taking advantage of these mature natural
forms to complement the new, smaller trees which were planted in a typical urban
landscaping design near the curbs along I Street and Sixteenth Street. The plaza area is
unobstructed between the church entrance, which faces the plaza, and the facade of the
Monitor Building, located 78 feet across the plaza.

The church has an octagonal perimeter with sides alternately measuring 32 feet 3
inches and 30 feet 6 inches. The octagonal church building is five stories tall, with windows
only on the side facing the plaza, and a small vertical window on the side fronting Sixteenth
Street. A distinctive feature on the church exterior is the horizontal carillon projecting
toward Sixteenth Street (See Photo 4). This design element required a special zoning
variance in the D.C. code because it projects over a public space. The twenty bronze bells
of the carillon were cast in Belgium and mounted by the Bergen Bell foundries, based in
Greenwood, South Carolina.! The carillon is visible from the interior through a narrow,
vertical window located near its junction with the wall.

The church is entered from the north side. The first-floor lobby contains a broad
expanse of plate glass running the entire length of the entrance wall. The symmetrical,
cross-shaped plan of the auditorium (See Figure 2) is the primary worshipping space,
entered on two sides via stairs from the lobby. The interior design of the auditorium was
intended to inspire intimacy and spirituality. The speaker’s lectern, visible from seats on
both the first and second levels of the auditorium, is framed by the gospel phrase "God Is
Love" boldly incised into the wall above (See Photo 8). In addition to the open plan, which
reinforces physical closeness, the religious intensity of the auditorium is enhanced by shafts
of sunlight streaming through a skylight which frames the perimeter of the ceiling. This
quantity of constantly changing light increases the effect of the open vertical space,
unimpeded by the balcony seats which are found along the second-level wall.

On the top floor of the church building is a Sunday School, with side walls of sliding
glass that open to an outside balcony. This level contains built-in concrete planters around

1 Kohler and Carson, 110.
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its perimeter. High side walls on this top level provide safety and a buffer from the wind.
The ceilings of the Sunday School are also composed of the coffered concrete system
repeated throughout the complex (See Photo 9).
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31.24 Map Showing Property Boundaries of: Square 185, Lot 41
Site = 17,483.39 Square Feet

Third Church of Christ, Scientist, and Source: Subdivision Plat 15445, 18 October 1968, from
Christian Science Monitor Building Columbia Title Company
1601 I Street, N.W. .
Washington, D.C. " (For Site Plan See Figure 2)
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